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SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is Yayoi Kusama Week at LCS

Yayoi Kusama is a Japanese artist known for her
extensive use of polka dots and for her infinity
installations. She employed painting, sculpture,
performance art, and installations in a variety of
styles, including pop art and minimalism. Her
uniquely avant-garde work has made Kusama one of
our century's successful artists.

Headmaster's Message

Kin Of Gallant Legacy
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty students at the Plato campus, on Monday morning,
will hear from the school’s first Headmaster Dr. Katheryn
Knox. She’ll be the keynote speaker at this month’s
character-education assembly there.   

Not only is Dr. Knox an excellent teacher of the school’s
virtues, she is able to accentuate for children the
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importance of celebrating our traditions in the context of
Liberty’s 25th-Anniversary year. Indeed, LCS students are
kin of a gallant legacy – a courageous odyssey in public
education.

Our institutional emphasis on character education and moral
development helps point young scholars toward brighter
futures. In this, Dr. Knox led Liberty to become the firmest
strategy for the making of Americans by aligning it with
foundation-stone lessons learned at home and passed from
community institutions like synagogues and churches. 
 
The acquisition of academic knowledge plus the internalization
of the cardinal virtues is a timeless mission of classically
oriented schools like ours. The presentment of perseverance
will be on full display, first thing Monday morning. 
 
Dr. Knox’s homily will also be a bright moment for members of
the faculty, especially those that served with her through the school’s early days. More
than sentinels wait for the dawn. Parents and alumni are welcome to attend, too.  

2022–2023 Important Dates

Fri 24 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Tue 28 Mar 2023 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses

Mon 3 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Parent-Only Info Meeting)
| 6:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday—No School
Mon 10 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Parent/Student Session)
| 6:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 10 Apr 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 12 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Student-Only Sessions)
| 12:30PM | Plato Campus
Fri 14 Apr 2023 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Musical | 6:30PM | Plato Campus Agora
Sat 15 Apr 2023 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Musical | 2:00PM and 7:00PM | Plato Campus
Agora
Mon 17 Apr 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 21 Apr 2023 | Free-Dress Day
Mon 24 Apr 2023 | Liberty Lecture–Postmodern Art: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly |
6:30–8:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 27 Apr 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 28 Apr 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News
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General Survey. Valued parents, as we approach the
final stretch of our academic year, we invite you to
take a few moments to fill out our general
survey. Your participation helps us better serve the
needs of our school community. Your response will
provide invaluable insights to make informed
decisions, improve communication, enhance the
educational experience of our students, and foster a
stronger partnership between parents and school.
Thank you for your continuous support.
 
In next week's edition of Liberty Common Sense, we
will include links to individual surveys for each
campus. Please watch for these links and fill out a
survey for each child. 

Lovely Stepping Down. LCHS principal Mr. Torgun
Lovely announced he will relinquish his top-
administrator post at the end of this school year to
pursue a phased return to full-time teaching here at
Liberty. Headmaster Schaffer said Mr. Lovely has
served the school community with dedication,
compassion, and excellence for many years, and he
will be greatly missed in his role as principal. Over the
next two years, Mr. Lovely will transition into additional
classroom-teaching slots while helping the school
navigate its ongoing elementary expansion and the
2025 addition of a junior-high campus. “Principal
Lovely's commitment to our school and its students is
unwavering,” said Schaffer. “Liberty is fortunate to
enjoy his continued leadership as a member of the planet’s best faculty.” Please join in
thanking Mr. Lovely for his many years of service as principal and in welcoming him to his
new role.

Liberty Lecture. Mark your calendars
for the next Liberty Lecture:
Postmodernist Art—The Good, The
Bad, & The Ugly on Mon 24 Apr 2023,
featuring special guest speakers, Meg
Salazar, Rex Seiple, and Tracy
Nichols. This lecture will delve into the
diverse range of styles and movements
in postmodernist art. Our speakers will
examine the controversies surrounding
postmodernism, its impact on

contemporary art, and its relationship to broader cultural trends. This is an event not to be
missed. Learn about the good, the bad, and the ugly of postmodernist art and gain a
deeper understanding of this fascinating and complex movement. The lecture will begin at
6:30PM in the LCHS Great Hall.

Daniel's Fund Scholar. Congratulations to LCHS
senior, Mason Sanfilippo upon being selected as a
2023 Daniels Fund Scholar. The Daniels Scholarship
Program provides college scholarships for young
people of exceptional character. Learn more about the
Daniel's Scholarship Program here.
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Adam Smith Week. This week, LCS sent five
instructors from the economics department to
participate in Adam Smith Week at the
College of Charleston in South Carolina.
Liberty's economics curriculum spans its k-12
continuum and has proven invaluable in
educating joyful and well-prepared
citizens. Instruction in economics is at the
heart of many lessons and disciplines in all
grades at Liberty Common
School. Participation in these ongoing
professional-development opportunities
broadens the subject-matter expertise of LCS

elementary and secondary instructors.  Liberty staff are pictured nearby with Peter
Calcagno, Professor of Economics at the College of Charleston, and Alain Bertaud,
Senior Fellow at the Marron Institute of Urban Management at NYU.

Employment Opportunities. Liberty is seeking highly motivated individuals to join our
team, including administrative positions, music and band instructors, and other key roles.

At our school, we place a strong emphasis on professional development, ensuring our
instructors have access to ongoing training and resources to help them grow and succeed.
Whether you are an experienced educator looking to take the next step in your career, or a
new professional looking to make a difference in the lives of students, we welcome your
application.

Please visit our website for more information on available positions and application
instructions. Know a possible candidate? Please pass this notice along.

Enrollment. LCHS has a limited number of openings available for the upcoming academic
year, specifically for 9th grade. We encourage our current families to spread the word
about these openings and help us find students who will thrive in our community. We also
invite interested families to attend one of our upcoming public information nights in
April, where they can learn more about our school, our curriculum, and our unique
approach to education. Families interested in applying for one of our 9th-grade openings
can visit our website for more information on our lottery process and to complete an
application.

LCS News

Folk-Dance Night. The Plato and Aristotle campuses will be hosting a Folk-Dance Night
on Mon 27 Mar 2023 at 6:30PM. This event is for both campuses but will be held in the
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Agora at the Plato campus. This is designed for children in kindergarten and older, as well
as their guardians. We recommend younger children stay at home for this event. As long
as you can follow directions, you can participate. Students at both campuses have been
learning these folk dances throughout the year. Please bring a treat to share. Drinks will
be provided and the fun should last about an hour. Can’t wait to see you all there. Please
email Mrs. Amy Clemens with questions.

Athletics

Liberty Junior-High Wrestlers. Diego Romero,
Vicente Romero, Josh Space, Ben
Gomez, and Liam Carter all qualified for PSD middle-
school-wrestling tournament, which took place on Sat 4
Mar 2023. Vicente, Josh, and Ben took 1st and Diego
took 2nd in each of their weight classes. The five
wrestlers competed for three different schools and the
teams came in 1st (Lesher—Diego; Vicente; Josh) 2nd
(Wellington—Ben) and 3rd (Boltz—Liam).
Congratulations to our outstanding wrestlers.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Adam Smith: Self-Interest, Flourishing, and Humility
By: Chris Reynolds, Athletic Director

Adam Smith, often referred to as the “father of modern
economics,” is most famous for developing the
underlying principles for studying capitalism, trade, and
specialization. His great work, The Wealth of Nations,
powerfully and accurately describes the nature of
exchange and economic interaction. Here is the most
famous excerpt:
 
It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the
brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but
from their regard to their own interest. We address
ourselves, not to their humanity but to their self-love,
and never talk to them of our own necessities but of
their advantages.
 
This passage is often interpreted in “normative” terms, or as something that people should
be doing. Interpreting the passage this way can lead to the assumption that Smith is telling
us to be selfish. Instead, this passage is better interpreted in “positive” terms, or
describing how things are. He is discovering one of the beautiful things about the world
around us and how markets work. People do not need to rely on the goodness of others to
get all the material goods of life–mutually beneficial trade will happen no matter what,
because it is best for all of us. This principle, according to Smith, is vital to order society,
limit meddling in the market, and to maximize “the wealth of nations.” 

Before gaining his reputation as an economist (a title
that did not exist while he was alive), Adam Smith was
a moral philosopher. He opens his other great work,
The Theory of Moral Sentiments :
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How selfish soever man may be supposed, there are
evidently some principles in his nature, which interest
him in the fortune of others, and render their happiness
necessary to him, though he derives nothing from it
except the pleasure of seeing it.

His other observation stating markets properly and
beautifully function might lead many to assume
selfishness is inevitable or advisable. In this text, Smith
clarifies this is not the case, and he later adds:

Man naturally desires, not only to be loved, but to be
lovely; or to be that thing which is the natural and

proper object of love…or to be that thing which, though it should be praised by nobody, is,
however, the natural and proper object of praise.

Selfishness and pride lead to the desire for praise and adulation regardless of the means
taken to achieve it. Interest in true flourishing should lead people to resist the simple
desire for praise, and seek objective goodness, instead: to be lovely, rather than merely
loved.
 
For my students, I would describe the goal of Liberty's philosophy and economics classes
as learning how to live better in accordance with reality. This presupposes reality is
external to them and discoverable, rather than internal and created within their minds. The
works of Adam Smith can help in achieving this goal. He aptly describes markets and
intrinsic order, then suggests a way in which we might live to maximize flourishing in light
of this reality, both for society and the individual. Understanding the nature of human self-
interest and selfishness can light a way toward not only a prosperous economy but
loveliness and humility, as well.

News Worth Repeating

Young Marines Meeting. The Rocky Mountain Young Marines will start its next Recruit
Class on Sat 25 Mar 2023. It would love to add motivated Liberty students looking for a
challenge. The program is open to all youth ages 8–18. There will be a Recruit-Interest
Meeting on Wed 15 Mar 2023 at 6:30PM at the Aristotle campus. Please let Mrs. Hoyer
know if you would like to attend or need more information.

State Testing.  Standardized tests will be administered at the elementary school for
students in grades 3–6 from Mon 3 Apr–Fri 21 Apr 2023.

Your child’s grade-level-testing schedule can be viewed by clicking here.

Please plan student appointments and schedules accordingly. When students are absent
during testing, it creates a burden on the staff to administer make-up exams for individual
students. We ask your consideration in this matter when making daytime appointments. 

These tests have value. The school relies upon the results of them when evaluating our
curricula or programs.

Thank you for your cooperation in adjusting your schedule to make sure your children are
in attendance for these assessments. It is critical we have maximum participation to show
the state the incredible work we are doing here at Liberty.

Host An International Student. The Council for Educational Travel USA is seeking
Liberty families to host an international-exchange student for the 2023-2024 school
year. Host families are asked to provide a warm, welcoming environment, a comfortable
bed, three meals a day and transportation to school and some activities. Students arrive
with a passport, J-1 exchange-visitor visa, health insurance, spending money, and a
dream of life with an American family. 
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Consider hosting one of the students below or let us help you select another of our great
students from Europe, Asia, Latin, or Australia. 

To learn more, contact Regional Director/Local Coordinator Jodee Loury at
jodee.loury@cetusa.org or (970) 690-8424 at your earliest convenience.

Summer-Camp Registration. Registration is now open for Summer Academic and Art
Camps.

The academic camp will be held at both elementary campuses for students currently in
grades k-5 from Mon 10 Jul 2023 through Thu 27 Jul 2023. Math camp will run Mondays–
Thursdays from 8:00–10:00AM and reading camp will run from 10:30AM–12:30PM. All
current 4th graders will participate in the camp at the Plato campus. When registering,
please ensure you are selecting your correct campus.

Art camps will be held at both elementary campuses Mon 5 Jun–Fri 9 Jun 2023. Morning
camp will run from 8:30–11:30AM. Afternoon camp will run from 12:30–3:30PM. Sign up
for either the morning or afternoon camp only.

Click here to register through Revtrak.

Essay Contest. The American Battle Monument Foundation's 2023 Past is Prologue
Essay Contest invites students ages 11–18 to compete within their age group to write an
essay about an event associated with those who fought, died, and are buried or
memorialized at an American military cemetery overseas. 2023 essay topics include:

WWII Operation Husky. The 1943 WWII Allied invasion was a pre-dawn, immense,
amphibious assault which began the successful liberation of Sicily.
WWII Dutch Life under Nazi Occupation and the Cost of Liberation. Life under the
Nazis was brutal and punitive, made worst by forced labor, starvation, and lack of
fuel. 

 
Prizes will be awarded up to $10,000. Contest information is available  online. The
deadline for essay submissions is Wed 31 May, 2023. Early submissions are encouraged.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

“Rule No. 203. The Telephone. In answering
the telephone, always state the name of the firm
or the employer you represent. Ask for the name
of the speaker before you call your
employer. Then say to your employer, “Mr.
Royce of the Electric Company wishes to speak
to you.” Never say “Huh”? or “What?” If you do
not understand, say “I beg your pardon, I did not
understand.” Do not attempt to give your
opinion, or answer the request of the one
telephoning, unless your employer has given you

that authority. If you must take a message over the telephone, repeat it after the speaker
to be sure you have it correct. Write the message down at once. Do not trust to your
memory for the names, dates, addresses.”

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
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Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting - Thu 30 Mar 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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Give to Liberty
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